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Abstract:

This article offers a new critical perspective in Arab film studies by applying the concept of queering, understood as an
interpretive and discursive practice, to Georges Hashem’s Still Burning (2016) film. It stands among the first academic
attempts in Lebanon to employ queering as an analytical method rather than a thematic lens, drawing on Doty’s conception
of queering as a reading practice that destabilizes heteronormative meaning and exposes internal contradictions within
dominant discourse.

The article argues that Lebanese national memory is structured through a heteronormative logic, and that queering reveals
what this logic represses: silence, longing, affect, and emotional residues that resist closure. By queering the film’s
temporality, gaze, and affective rhythm, the analysis demonstrates how desire and mourning emerge as alternative
languages of belonging, reimagining the relation between self, nation, and memory through feeling rather than heroism.
Ultimately, the article proposes queering as a social-analytical tool for Arab film studies that bridges critique and
imagination, opening new paths for understanding how post-war Lebanese cinema negotiates.

Keywords: Queering, Lebanese Cinema, Lebanese Civil War, Masculinity, Heteronormativity.
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